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NEWS RELEASE
FIRST TUESDAY LECTURE AT UD
WILL PREPARE VISITORS FOR 'A TRIP TO BOUNTIFUL'
DAYTON, Ohio -Before embarking on A Trip to Bountiful, opening Feb. 1 at the
Human Race Loft Theatre, visitors are invited to prepare for the journey with a behind-thescenes travelogue at the University of Dayton.
Human Race artistic director Marsha Hanna will join Bountiful director Dale Hodges
and set designer David Centers for the free and public discussion, "One Woman's Journey to
Her Bountiful Home," to be held at 7:30p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 6, in UD's Sears Recital Hall in the
Jesse Philips Humanities Center. The discussion is part of the University's First Tuesday lecture
series, designed to complement local arts events and provide patrons with background and
insight to make their arts experiences more enjoyable.
Set in the 1950s, Horton Foote's A Trip to Bountiful tells the story of 60-year-old Carrie
Watts, who lives with her son and daughter-in-law in Houston but is obsessed with the idea of
returning to her childhood home in Bountiful on the Texas coast. When her children refuse her
requests to return to the city that has become a ghost town, Carrie takes her Social Security
check and runs away to Bountiful on her own.
Jim Farrelly, professor of English and coordinator of the film minor at UD, said Bountiful
is one of his favorite plays. "I believe Carrie's journey home is her attempt to restore her identity
in a familiar place," he said. "She wants to recapture her past but is forced to accept the maxim
'you can't go home again.' Her trip, however, is both necessary and central to the story."
Hanna agreed. "What Carrie finds when she gets to Bountiful and the reestablishment of
her relationship with her children are the key themes of the play," she said.
During the discussion, Hodges, a Cincinnati actress who recently played the role of
Vivian in Wit in professional theaters in Cincinnati and Louisville, Ky., will talk to visitors
about her vision and goals for Bountiful as director. Centers, also a resident of Cincinnati, will
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discuss his method of integrating concepts from the show into the set. Centers has designed a
number of sets for Dayton productions, including the Human Race's Elephant Man and Noises

Off at the Victoria Theatre.
"I'll draw a connection between those two areas," Hanna said. "My hope is that our
discussion will enlighten audience members and answer any questions they may have about this
particular piece of theater."
Richard Benedum, professor of music at UD and coordinator of the First Tuesday series,
will moderate the discussion.
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For media interviews, call James Farrelly at (937) 229-3435 and Marsha Hanna at (937) 4613823, ext. 3111.

